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ſtarted with relation to the Power of demand: 
ing ſuch a Subſcription 5 — The Expediency of 
exerciſing ſuch a Power ; — and the Nature 
and Extent of the Subſcription it ſelf ; it will 
not be impfoper to Examine particularly into 
this Subject. ßCßCſà  Þ 


ae 


4 Diſcourſe of this kind may be thought 
the more, ſui table, becauſe the Audience, Be- 
re whom I ſpeak, is eſpecially Intefeſted ift 
this Point. Theſe Teſts of our Opinions, in 
religious Matters, are not only requir'd of us 
at our Ordinations, but upon ſeveral other Oc- 
caſions to be repeated by us. We therefore 
are concern'd, in an extraordinary manner, to 
examine into this Subject; as well for the pri- 
vate Satisfaction of our own Minds, as to juſti- 
fy our Conduct and Behaviour to the World. 
Hunt, before I proceed farther, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to offer ſome Obſervations concerning 
the true State of the Suhject before us: be- 
cauſe, by not attending carefully to This, We 
mall be led off from che main Point, and per- 
plwex d with Objections difficult to be anſwer d. 
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cles of Religion. Articles of Faith (in che ſtricteſtt 

Senſe of that Expreſſion) conſiſt” only of ſuch = 
Truths as are fundamental in the Chriſtian b 
Scheme: Theſe are collected in the "Apoſtles 
Creed, and farther explain d in the Athunaſiun 
and Nicene. By Articles of Religion we under- 

ſtand ſuch Truths, as being founded in Serip- 
ture, the Word of God, have a certain Evi- 
dence; but not bearing ſo cloſe and immediate 
a Relation to the main Branches of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, are therefore of an inferiour Nature. 
HFaving noted this, I am led on to obſerve 
farther, that as there is, in the Reaſon of 
things, a conſiderable Difference between the 
Caſe of the Clergy and of the Laity, ſo the Wiſ- 
dom of the Church hath carefully preſerv'd 
this Difference in relation to Subſcriptions. The 
ante, merely conſider d as Chriſtians, are re- 


quir'd to profeſs their Belief of the fundamen- 


— — — - = 4 A * pc — 
— — — — > — 8 - —— *. — 
n — . I I ez * wy n 
« - — » - of 
_ — 


- _ 
> 2 — 
3 e + — Des. 4 
es a. * th 


N 3 3 L 1 * EY BIAS 
. _— — eee 
—5 ? 4X CE wa s — * — — 
n < 
= _ — n = , 


— 


_ 


tal Articles of our Faith; which” being firſt 


done in Bapti/m, is afterward repeated in the 
daily Offices of the Church. Ordinarily” this 
is all: And other Doctrines, as not being the 
diſtinguiſbing and eſſential marks of a Chriſtian, 
(however true in themſelves) are yet leſs neceſ- 
ſary to be diſtinctly underſtood, and explicit- 
ly profeſs d by them. But much more may 
reaſonably be demanded from thoſe, who are 
to officiate in ſacred Matters. A clearer and 
fuller Comprehenſion of the ſeveral Truths of 
the Goſpel may be expected from the Clergy, 
than from mere Laymen. And when tis con- 
ſider d, that the Clergy are entruſted with ex- 
plaining, and inſtructing Men in, the Truths 
of Chriſtianity, too _ Care cannot be taken 


Buſineſs it is to learn; they ean admit much 
leſs Excuſe in 7 whoſe Employment 


"> Tv: Caſe: &f\ Subſcription 


ro prevent: the itl Effects either of their 8 
nrante or Error: For however Theſe may; be 
often pardonable in common Chriſtians, whoſe 


5 it: is to teach: And the Church would poorly 


have provided for the Reputation of its Mini- | 


ſters, and the Safety of the People, if no En- 
quiry were made, what religious Opinions were 


ijzfus d into the other. Hence, as well for the 


ſake of publick Good, as of the orthodox Be- 


lief of — Fenebers, a Subſcription to 
Articles of Religion is expected: The Reaſena- 
bleneſs and Expediency of which Proceeding; I 


all more fully repreſent in another Parr of 


this Diſcourſe, © 
I am to remark, in the next ine tins 
Thoſe Articles, to which Subſcription is re- 


uir'd, ſhould always be collected from, and 


ded on Scripture ; this being the ozly Rule 

of a Chriſtian's Faith or Belief: But yet it will 

by no means follow _ hence, that they muſt 
always be expreſs d in 8 re Terms. - 

For, Firſt, There are ſeveral Doctrine, uf 


 eonſiderable moment, which may be deduc'd, 


by right Reaſoning, from Fruths laid down in 
Scripture ; and are therefore contain d in the 


ſaered Writings, xor in direct and expreſs Terms; 


but virtualy and by Implication.” "Theſe, if at all 


4 muſt be expreſs d in a mere luman 


orm. 
Others chews are, reprafeated in reifions] 
which, taken by themſelves, are of a very 


doubtful * and W but are 


deter- 


maintain d by the one, and would probably be 
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tances:of the Place in which they are found > 
To draw out theſe Propoſitions from Seripeure, © - 
and to expreſs them in Scripture” Wordt, would © 
render That indefinite in the Article, which 1s 
leterminate in the ſacred. Writings: In ſuch 
Caſes as theſe, we ſhall be oblig d to vary the | 
Expreſſion in order to retain the Senſe. - | 
To this it may be added, that dee are 
other Doctrines, which are rather preſervative 
of Seripture Truth; than directly — reſs d in 
Soripture: Thus for Inſtance; The ch of 
Rome having advance d very groundleſs and dan- 
gerous Doctrines concerning Purgatory , Tndul- 
gences, and the like, it hath been [7 
per — ns againſt eheſe Errors, to 
guard againſt ſuch Corruptions, by requiring 
every Miniſter to ſubſeribe a Gee s 
them. But can it be expected that every reli- 
zious Error ſhould be diſtinétly mention d in 
Scripture ?- Is it not ſufficient to lay down + 
the Truth, without reeiting every Poſition 
inconſiſtent with it? Or, is no erroneous Opi- 
nion to be/condemry'd; whieh is not in expreſs 


Terms-condemn'd in Seripture 2 If Notions of 7 


this kind are not to be admitted, then ſome: 
Articles may reaſonably be propos d, which are 
not expreſs d in Scripture Terms. © 

One thing yet remains in order to ihe: fa ; 
State of this Subject; and that is, Lo conſider 
What is implied in che Subſcription it ſeif; Whe- 
ther it expreſſes our Afext to the Truth of the 
Articles ſubſerib d, or be only an e 
not to diſpute or conradifi them. 


J conceive it will appear, by what I I am . a 
#3 | 2. boar” 
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an Approbation of, and Aſent to the Truth of the ¶ t 

VDoctrines ſubſerib d. And that. C 

_ Firſt, Becauſe This ſeems to be implied in : 

the bare At of Subſcribing ;.and we ſhould be b 

underſtood, by every indifferent Spectator, as n 

appr oving the Truth of thoſe Doctrines, unleſs Ci 
the Form of Subſcription declar d the contrary : 

nor would any one be apt to conſider them as 8 

Articles of Peace, but as Articles of Doctrine. C 

| a 


* Notion is farther confirm'd by the very 
Title of the Articles themſelyes; For they are 
ſaid to be fram'd for the avoiding Diverſities of N 
Odinions, and for eſtabliſbing Conſent touching true t 
Religion: But This End cannot be obtain d, un- 
leſs they are Subſcrib d as Truths aſſented to. e 
What hath been here ſaid will receive greater 
Weight from conſidering the Declaration in the 
36th Canon; in which we acknowledge Al the 
Thirty-nine Articles to be agreeable to the Word of 
God; and conſequently, to be Truths, Which 
we explicitly receive, and not barely Doctrines 
not d de oppos .... Hs 

_ - Laſth, Let it be remember'd, that the Rea- 

| ſon why the Clergy in particular are requir'd to 
ſubſcribe, is this ; becauſe they are Teachers *. 
The Articles therefore muſt be ſuppos'd to 
contain Doctrines to be taught and inculcated 

on the People; and concerning which, it is not 
ſufficient in a Teacher to be ſilent. Were the 
Caſe otherwiſe, it would follow, that the Peo- 
ple are only guarded againſt the Errors of their 
Paſtors, but not entitl'd to any Aſſiſtance from 
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commend theſe Doctrines, then a Subſcription 


to them maſt imply a Belief of them; Alles it e 


be maintain d, that it is reaſonable to Fecom- 


mend as True, what i in our own Opinions we 


condemn as Falſe. 


Having proceeded | this. fur in latin this 
Subject, it will be proper that I ſhould no 
conſider the moſt important OP. which ; 


ariſe; from it: Ann 32 ile 


"Firſt; What Right or Power the Church bark | 


to demand ſuch Su bſeriptions. 


Secondiy, How far it may be reaſunable and . 


expedient to exercife this Power. And, 


' Thirdly; What Obligations are laid on hel | 
| Perſons; who Submit. ow _— Feuer ind mike 


thels Subſcri pricns.. 905 


Fiz kd bete Dell: of the firſt a Queſtion; 
We are to conſider the Church, not barely as 
a Number of Perſons, who. profeſs a Belief in 


Jeſus Chriſt. as the promis d Meſſias, but às 4 


religious Body or Society of Men; who are united 


under Chriſt the ſupreme Governour, as well 
as Founder of this Society. | 
ſtantly repreſented in the New Teſtament. 


were there nothin ng of this kind diſtinctly = 


culcated in the ſacred Writings, yet would 
Men be naturally led to unite. together, as 


well in a religious, as a civil Capacity. Their 


common Concerns in ſpiritual Affairs render 


ſuch an Union defireable; and the evident In- 
tereſts of Religion make it both expedient and 


* Upon ä tho the Scriptures 
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e Point being once gain d, will. "Thar the 
Church is u Society, it follows, that it muſt be 
iaveſted wirh all thoſe 3 which are gſſen- 
ff? to g Sogiety : and to deny it any of. thoſe 
Powers, is by conſegvemce vo deny it to be a 

If then the Church hath a Right to all 
theſe Power, Which are eſſential to a Society, 
it muſt have This amongſt others, viz. To pre» 
erde n ſe, as well from the Injuries of dame 
ſtick as H reign Enemies; and ſince whoſoever 
hach a Right to the End, muſt have a Right 
alſo th ue thoſe Maus, which are ne 
and conducive to that End, it is a fatther Cons 
22 that the Church may juſtly uſe all 
the proper mens bf its Preſervation : And there- 
fore; # the demandiigę ſuch Subſcriptions, as 1 
have hefere mention d, appear to be ne- 
 cefſary Lor this purpoſe,” it hath and 0 have 

> Right19 demand them. abt. £6 

This is no more than what is abe dl ant 
practis d by u other: Societies. Their Good 


or Ill is known to depend on the Qualiſioa - 
tions ef tcheſe who preſide in them; and there 


fore Rules are generally laid down, whereby 
their Merits and Qualifications ſhall be deter- 
min N: Nor 4s « Froceeding of this kind ever 


complain d of by ſober: Many 48 4 M 


untural Rigbus br Pri vi lage. 
In ſhort, as every Soviety buck a Right 0 


i projerv iſe, Io hath i ju cg 
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1% Arlicles of Religion &c. 12 
thoſe Means, which are neceſſary for its Pre- 
ſervation; and, in conſequence of this, of fixing 
the Qualifications of thoſe' Officers, who are to 
be employ d in . and defending it: 
From whence it further appears, that it = x 
have a Right to preſtribe proper Teſts" of thele 
Qualifications :” And if Subſcription to a certain 
Scheme of Doctrines ſhall appear to be ſuch a 
proper Teſt, then the Church, as Sbciety, mult 
have a Right to demand ſuch a Subſcription: , 
This Argument will be confirm'd if we con- 
ſider further, that the Church is a Society, in- 
ſtituted for the Promotion of religions Concerns , 
and the Preſervation of our moſt Holy Faith. | If 
it be a religious Society, then the Preſervation 
and Promotion' of Religion muſt be its proper 
End: And foraſmuch as the Chriſtian Religion 
conſiſts partly of Duties to be 'perform'd,” and 
partly of Doctrines to be receiv'd, it muſt there- 
fore be the proper Buſineſs ot this Society to 
enforce the One, and to preſerve the Other. It 
is clear from hence, that right Notions concern- 
ing Duty and Faith ought, as far as poſſible, to 
be promoted by the Church; any notorious 
Errors in either reſpe& tending to undermine 
and” deftroy our Religion. Care therefore 
ſhould be taken that the Duties and Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity be taught in their primitive Pu- 
rity; and conſequently, that thoſe'who Officiate 
in the great Work of Teaching be ſuch, as 
rightly underſtand and firmly believe the ſeveral 
Truths of the Goſpel. This be admit- 
ted; or elſe it muſt be maintain d, that the 
Church hath no Authority to purſue the very 
End and Defigs of its Inſtitution. © Now if the 
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0 jog certain Scheme Ari 
their religious Notions. 
55 he Church having been thus 
pow proceed to the 


on 1 de viz, How fa it ma 
t re nable and. expedient tc to — 
FT; This Enquiry is of a different] 
the former; becauſe, in many 
3 iſtances, 15 may be Rights, the Exerciſe o 

rn may. be highly ly 2 | Thus, the 
hurch, conſider d as a Society, hath evidently 
Right of enjoining things in themſelves i 
; different ; or, He are neither commanded nor 
"Forbidden by any D vine Law. ne hſtand- 
ing this, there may be ſome Particulars of this 
Kind mention d, the Determination of which 
would be attended 15 Inconveniencies: : and 
3 th erefore Wiſdom and Prudence muſt ere be 
a us d to direct the Exerciſe. of thoſe Powe 
Which confelledly belong to it. 3 
In order to wn then how far the N 
f 50 acknowledg'd . is proper, ue mult 
9 A robable Aden es or Diſad 
| 1 1 a a 
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ing the Cor 1 of our Faith ; of f pro- 
ing that the ſeveral Doctrinès of our ke 1 
gion be faithfully inculcared on the Pepple. 
Something to this purpoſe hath. been hinte 
before, under the Ade, Head“ 
will add here, that as it m | 
preſum'd Men's Preaching wall be 1 inf 
their religious Opinions, | d is it that their 24 
ligious Opinions, will be known . by their Sub | 
| ſcripzions ; and conſequently," by _— 
none to the ſacred Office, who refuſe to Sub 
ſcribe the Articles we are ſpeaking of, Jab: 
care will be taken for the Prevention of Error, 
and the Propagation, of Truth. : 
And an Expedient of this kind will appear 
the more proper, if we conſider, that COLE 
pernicious Opinions have been actualh taught, 
with relation to the Poctrines of the Goſpel: 
The Church therefore cannot be too much on 
her Guard, to prevent, by all poſſible mean 
the ſpreading of theſe Opinions, and to ſecure 
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the People againſt the fatal Effects of By 
Errors. | i 

Had the Chriſtian Religion been always 
maintain d in its 14 5 Purity, an Lie 


Condemnation ſeveral poſſible Hereęſi 
might have been eſteem'd needlels ; and ſuch 
Cautions would have been very unſeaſonable, g 
if there were no apparent Danger. Ac cord= 
ingly,the Church hath generally Seele in 
n concerning 1 8 Dogrines, 

y this Rule: And perhaps little more wed 
originally requir d, 4 this 1. ec from Pa- 
ſtors, than a Declaration of their Faith, c co 
endes the Tran 12 of a 

ty. | 
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1586 The Caſe of Subſcription 

ty. But, by Degrees, as Men began to try ' 
Practices on ſacred Truth; partly, by inter- 
mixing their own vain Opinions, and partly Wl 

by denying ſome Articles, or miſ-interpreting | 
others; it was found neceſſary to apply a Re- 
medy to this Diſeaſe. Hence it came to paſs 


that more determinate and explicit Declarations, ( 
concerning particular Points in our Religion, 
were now enjoin'd, than had- been us'd be- 
fore; the. Growth of Error multiplying ſuch WM 
Articles, and the Fences of Truth only bear- 
| ing Proportion to the Encroachments of Fal- 
This will appear to have been the Point | 
in View, when the 39 Articles of our Church 9 


were fram'd; ſince the gxeateſt part of them 
are oppos d to thoſe dangerous Opinions, 
which then prevail'd. 3 


A o 


Wie had juſt ſeparated from the Romiſb | 


Church: but no Security could be had, that 
the Corruptions, which we had reform d, | 
ſhould not in a ſmall time again Prevail, but | 
by taking the utmoſt Care that the Paſtors of | 
our Church ſhould be free from thoſe Errors. 9 
It is upon this account, that a Condemnation | 
of ſeveral Popiſh Doctrines bears ſo great a 
part in our Articles ; and that Determinations 
concerning ſome Points are there made, which 
were ſcarce thought of in the more early Ages. 
It is further to be obſerv'd, that when the 
Popiſh Yoke was firſt thrown off, and the 
Scriptures began to be ſtudy'd with Freedom, 
it happen'd (as the beſt things are liable to 
Abuſe) that ſeveral extraordinary Sets ſprung jj 
up, which either reviv'd old Errors, or in- 
Os oa vented 
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vented new Ones. In oppoſition to 'Theſe 
alſo we find ſeveral Deciſions in our Articles; 
the Expediency of which is ſufficiently juſtified - 
by the Circumſtances of Things, and Occa- 
fions.of ß . ans 
I will advance one ſtep further; and en- 
deavour to ſupport the Point I am upon, by 
conſidering the Conſequences of the contrary. 
GG W 8 1 
, Thoſe who aſſert that Subſcription to Arti- 
cles of Religion is inexpedient, muſt maintain 
one or. other of hel e : Either, 

Firſt, That zo Enquiry at all ought to be 
made about the Religious Opinions of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who offer themſelves for the ſacred Mi- 
niſtry; Or elſe, . 5 
That an Aſſent to the Truth of Chriſt's 
A is ſufficient for this Purpoſe ; Or 
elſe, MES on b 
Laſtly, That Faith in the Scriptures as the 
Word of God, with an Engagement to Preach 
what ſhall appear to be contain d in Seripture, 
is all that can reaſonably be demanded. Let 
us conſider each of theſe Schemes diſtinctly. 
And Firſt then, If no Enquiries are at all 
to be made, about the religious Opinions of 
Chriſtian Teachers, it will follow, that Men 
of any, or indeed no Religion may yet be qua- 
lified for the Sacred Office: An Abſurdity ſo 
groſs, I ſhall not purſue thro' its particular 
Conſequences ; but think it ſufficient to have. 
jult noted, what will be readily exploded by 
every ſober Chriſtian. | 


If an Aſſent to this Propoſition alone, uf . 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Meſſias, be thought ä - 
= 8 e 1 
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for the purpoſe. we are ſpeaking of, then let 
it be conſider d, that, on this Suppoſition, no 
Proviftor is made for the Belief either of the 
Particulars of Chriſtianity, or indeed of the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſelf. For, tho the Meſ- 
fiaſbig, and Divine Miſſion of Chriſt be the 
Principle, on which we build the Truth and 
Authority of our Religion, yet this leaves 
Men at Liberty to collect from other Conſi- 
derations What this Religion is, and Where 
we are to find it: And the Mzhometansthem- 
ſelves allow ſomething not much ſhort of this, 
when they own, that Jeſus Chriſt is a true 
Prophet. But can any one ſeriouſly maintain, 
that nothing more is neeeſſary to qualify a 
Perſon for the Chriſtian Prieſthood, than what 

will readily be allow'd by a Diſciple of Ma- 


hamet. n f 
The Laſt, and indeed moſt plauſible Scheme 
that can be maintain'd, in Oppoſition to the 
Method of particular Subſcriptions, is this ; 
viz. :A Declaration that the Scriptures are 
the Word of God, with an Engagement to 
teach what ſhall appear to be contain'd in 
TC 
But may we not here de mand, Mat Men 
underſtand by Scripture ? for they are not al- 
ways agreed upon this Point. And if this al- 
ſo muſt be left undetermin d, the Declaration 
propos d will be ſo looſe and uncertain, that it 
will be difficult to fay, hat Religion is en- 
tertain d by them: For this cannot well be 
known, till we are inform'd, Hhere to find 
their Religion, and hat Books they allow to 
be the Ford of God. But if by the * 
e ee Ne e, 
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they mean ſome certain and derermin'd Books, 
(thoſe, for Inſtance, Which are allow*d ro be 
Canonical by the Church of \Exgland,) then this 
Declaration will be in à great nieafure liable 
to the ſame Objectiont, Which may be made a- 


* uw particular Subſcriptions : And the ſame 


* 


eaſons, which may well be urg'd in favour 
of ſuch a Declaration, will be e ually fayoura- 
ble to tlie Subſcriptions we are deſendig = 
Io come more home to the Point: Were 


Men entirely agreed as to the Senſe of Serip- 


* 
« 


ture; and were not the ſame Pallages ſome- 
iy 4 -- — 11 *P k $ +. ul K 197 = 
tines alledg d to "ſupport very different Po- 
arines, the Scheme propos d might be thought 
| JSafficient : But then it muſt be obſery d with- 
all, that it would, on this Suppoſition, co- 
incide with the Method which We inſiſt on; 


and it is much. the ſame, whether we ſub- 


ſcribe to the Scripture in general, Whilſt the 
þ . oh a | EE © BS WS Ef SW: 4. 

particular Paſlages, contain d in it, are ' alike 
underſtood by al,--or elſe make diſtin& Sub- 


ſcriptions to certain Articles, as truly repre- 
ſenting the Scripture Doctrine. But the real 


% 


State of the Cale is otherwiſe : It hath been 
noted before, that very erroneous Doctrines 


lave been maintain d, and taught; and the 


Scriptures themſelves alledg'd to patronixe 


- theſe Errors: In theſe Circumſtances a Sub- 


3 


#3 


means a ſufficient... Teſt of a. Teacher Ortho- 


41 


Tepiption 20 the Scriptures at large is by go 


-aoxy : And. if ſome Perſons will, by an Abuſe 
of Criticiſm, endeavour to pervert theſe Wri- 


tings, ſomething. ſurely "ought to be done to 


guard againſt ſuch, Abuſes: and the evident 
Neceſſity of the thing is enough to defend this 


Tram. 7 5 8 
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Again; If a bare Declaration of the Truth 
of Scripture, without determining in any In- 


ſtance the Senſe. and Meaning of it, be ſudg d \ 
ſufficient, it will follow, that no Errors what- 
Toever, relating to the particular Doctrines ; 
of our Religion, ought to exclude a Man from ; 
the Work of Teaching ; if ye have but Weak- | 
neſs enough to imagine, that the Sacred 7 
' Writings are on his fide. Thus, not only 
Liberty will be: allow'd, but Countenance given 


to the open N of every poſſible He- 
reſy; Errors, of every kind, will Sueceſſively 

prevail; The weaker People will be led by 
the Confidence of ſome Teachers, and the Sub- 

tleiy of others, from one Extream to another; 

Vwhilſt the more indifferent Spectators will be 

tempted to laugh at all Religion wharſoever. 

Having thus far noted the Inconveniencies 

Which attend every other Scheme, it will be 

proper that I ſhould now examine, whether 
our own Method be free from Objection. Now 
the chief Difficulties under which it labours, 

| Hrſt, That the Method of propoſing Articles 

/ in human Forms, ſeems to derogate from theDig- 

22 F and Authority of the Sacred Writings. 

Secondly, 'That the. making Subſcription to 

ſuch Articles a _Ozalification for the Sacred 

Office, is an eſtabliſhing every Error which 

| ſhall creep into the Church, and a prevent- 

ing the very Poſſibility of Reformation, | * 
| The former Objection may ſeem to re- 


N r , , . oo end 


ceive ſome Strength from obſerving, that the t 
| Scriptures are allow'd, by all Proteſtamts, * . 
j%ͤ So - -* Jo © nn . 


be ſul; jenly kg -and- clear: Now ahh wm 


of ae clear, can need no farther. Determi- 


nation: And; if there ſhauld be Obſcurities or 
Difficulties. in ſome places, yet it cannot be 
hop d that the Things of God ſhall be better ex- 
preſs d, than in the Words: of God; or thar 
uninſpir d and fallible Men ſhall prove ſurer 
Guides, than thoſe: aue were bee 5 and 8 
cherefore infalible. e 1 e ei 
\ The Objection, it. rit⸗ proves any thing, 
proves too much: For, if Scripture; be ex- 
preſs d in ſo clear Terms as to need no far- 
ther Determination, it muſt be ſo plain as to 
need: no farther Explication: Upon which 
Suppoſit ion, thoſe learned Men have been ill 
employ'd, Who have taken ſuch Pains in illu- 
ſtrating the ſacred Writings ; and the Preachers 
of the Goſpe! may well enough be ſpar d as a 
uſeleſs and inſignificant Inſtitution. Beſides; 
When tis urg d that the Scriptures are plain, 
and that the things of Cod cannot be better ex- 
preſs*'d, than in the Words of God, this muſt 
refer to the Scriptures in their original Lan- 
guage; or to Thoſe Words in which the things 
of God were Originally expreſs d: H this way 
of arguing therefore be admitted, it will fol- 
low, that all Verſfons and Tranſiationr of the 
Bible muſt be condemn d; becauſe Theſe are 
a Varying from the Words of God, and an affix- 
ing the ranſlator 8 Sue to the! Author 5 
Expreſſion . 
But be ala as it — wes itis uiall W 
that Words, which had originally a determinate 
Signification, do in Time become uncertain 
and equiyocal : and therefore, however clear 


D and 


8 is 5 
* 


F. Subſcription!. 
and: loin the e might originally be; 
yet in Traff of Time, cr mi acquir' 
- different Meanings, they may well admit * 
Comment and Explicatiou; nor is this any 
peachment of the Digniry of — 
only an e ee of rhe 2 
. 
| I hall add but eee e 
jection: viz. That the Determination of Serip- 
ture Expreſſions, or the affixing, in Articles 
drawn up for that purpoſe, a particular Mean- 
ing to the generai Words of Scripture, hath 
been chiefly owing to the Corruption, which 


|  have/indeveral Ages been introduc'd : And 


had not/bold Men ariſen, who, under the 
Cover of Scripture Forms, infiinared Doctrines 
directly contrary to Scripture, there would have 
been leſs Qccalion for the Method we have 
been ſpeaking of : So that this Expedient is 
what the Church hath rather been ford up- 
on by che unhappy Ciroumſtances of things, 
than willingly and of her ſelf choſen. . 
'The Second 3 in our Method was 
this; That the making Subſcription to par- 
ticular Articles a Q nofification or 'the ſacred 
Office, is an eliabiiſhicg every Error which 


ſhall creep into the Church, and a OE 


ing all Poſſibility of Reformation. 

We may reply, that according to this! way 
of arguing, There ought to be no ſuch thing 
as human Laus; becauſe theſe may as well 
be applied to ſupport N, as to promote Good: 
And yet this is never, by ſober Perſons, 
NN an . * Laws in 775 
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Again; for the ſame: reaſon that Suhſerip-  -  ? 
bliſh thoſe Errors, which ſhall ercep into the 
Church, muſt they in like manner maintain 


and continue that Truth, which once pre- 
vails: And, it it be thought, that upon this 


foot, there can be no Reformation of Miſtakes, 


then (ſuppoſing Men are once in the right, 


10 Miſtakes can ever happen: The Objection 


therefore anſwers it ſelf; and kindly guards 
us againſt the very Difficulty which it urges. 


But, without taking this advantage, we 
will allow, that we are, (notwithſtanding all 


the Precautions. that can be us d) liable to 
Miſtakes; and that it may happen, (for it 


hath happen'd in Fact) that Truth ſhall gra- 


dually be corrupted. But then it muſt. with- 
all be admitted, that as Error may gradually 
prevail againſt Truth, ſo may Truth gradually 


prevail againſt Error ; nor is there any reaſon 


to ſuppoſe, that Falſbood can better maintain 


* 


it ſelf, than Trutb. 


” 
* 


Once more, and to have done with the Ob- 


jection: Reaſon and Argument, and a due 


poſing therefore that Errors ſhould be intro- 


due d, and be in a certain ſenſe eftabliſh'd ; 
yet why muſt the Governing part of the Church 
be alone preſum'd incapable of Conviction? 


The very ſame Means, whereby other: Perſons 


may be induc d to receive the Truth, are e- 
qually capable of influencing them alſo; and 


therefore there is uo Impoſſibility that Errors, 
once receivd, ſhould be reform d, on the 
Scheme we are defending. Nay, 


Conſideration of things, are the Means where- 
by Truth muſt prevail againſt, Error; Sup- 
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Nay, chis is ſo far from being impoſſible, 
chat the Reformation of our Church, from 
the Corruptions of Popery, is a plain Evidence 

of what I have now aflerted. | This great 
Turn and Revolution in Religion muſt be 

aſerib'd to our Ecclefiaſtical Siperiors ; who, as 
they begun, ſo they fniſh'd the Reformation 
by a proper Care about the Opinions of the 
Clergy. And when Matters are duly confider'd: 
I doubt not but it will be found, that the 
Proteſtant Religion cannot be Supported, but 
by having Recourſe to the ſame Ar where- 
by It was firſt Eftabliſh'd. - F Ht 
Thirdh, I will now proceed to the Third, 
and; laſt Head propos'd, viz. What Obliga- 
tions are laid on thoſe who een o Os 
cles of Religion. 
IJ have noted hmbridng: to this purpoſs/ia in 
the Beginning of this Diſcourſe ; vix. That 
a Subſcription to Articles, is a Declaration of 
our Belief; and implies an Aſent to the Truth 
of thoſe Propoſitions, which are contain di in 

them. 47 3 

All-the n aherefane wise can 
10 urg d to prove our Obligation to moral 
Honeſty, are ſo many Arguments of our Du- 
ty to ſubſoribe without Equi wocation or Reſerve: 
Nor can any thing be urg'd to juſtify: or ex- 
cuſe a Prevarication in this reſpect, which will 
not tend to deſtroy all mutual Truſt and Con- 
fidence amongſt Men. Whoſoever therefore 
is not really perſwaded, that the Doctrines 
contain'd in our Articles are true, cannot 
Subſcribe, without an high Violation of moral 
Kang, and a e in erer the tre 
menta 


* 


mental Principle, on Which all Society muſtt 
PTT!!! Le ns 
For the ſame Reaſons muſt we cenſure and 
| condemn a Subſcribing to our Articles witn 
this Reſervation, wiz. Ar far as they are a- 
 greeable with Scripture; this being a Way of 
eluding theſe Teftsof our religious Opinions, 
and in effect no Subſcription at all. Are the 
Articles of the Church of England, really a- 
greeable with Scripture, or are they not? If 
they are not, then every honeſt Man ſhould. 
decline any Subſcription to them; becauſe, 
by this Act, he openly profeſſes his Belief, that 
they are ' agreeable with Scripture. But if 
any Perſons will however inſiſt on this Reſer- 
vation, then let them conſider that the Sub- 
ſoription and the Reſervation, taken toge-. 
ther, amount to this, viz. I do declare, that 
theſe Articles are agreeable with Scripture, ſo 
far forth as they are agreeable with Stripture. 
This js as much a trifling with common Senſe, 
as wich wonnen 88 
To proceed; It hath been already obſerv'd 
that theſe Subſcriptions are; demanded for the 
Sati faction of our Eocleſiaſtical Superiors con- 
cerning our Sentiments in religious Matters: 
they muſt therefore imply in them all that is 
neceſſary in order to give the Satigaction in- 
_ tended; and conſequently, muſt be underſtood 
in ſuch a Senſe, as will anſwer this Purpoſe. _ 
From hence it follows, that the Artitles ſub= 
ſcrib'd ought to be underſtood, not © indiffe-" 
rently in any Senſe, of which the Words may 
of themſelves; be capable; but in That, pre- 
ciſe and determinate Signification, which was 
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| hh 9 The O'S Subſcriptions. 15 8 


| intended by - -the. Impoſers of them. This, I 
ſay, is N 1 _ — eo 2 
evade the preſcrib'd, and give no aK. 

faction i in the Points eee 8 
. Dot it be.admitted, that We a t to 
Te, not in 71 own private 1 e, but 
according to the Meaning and Intention of 
the fas A It may £836 enquir'd, how. 
We ſhall fix and determine that Senſe ; eſpe- 
_ cially ſince there may be Artieles expreſs'd 
in ſuch 'Terms, as make a Solution of this 
on chen; ene 
© ers then in pr ent. Ca 2 
Subſcriptions, are, The Governing Part of the 
Church; by which we are not to underſtand 
merely the Compilers of the Articles; or thoſe 
Who were Governors of the Church When 
the Articles were compil'd, excluſively of all. 
others, but our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in ge- 
22 ; = bein ng plain, that we equally receive 
Laws from al our Eccleſiaſtical Governors in 
Succeſſion. 'Theirs therefore is the Senſe, in 
- which we muſt ſubſcribe theſe Articles; and 
How we may diſcover this Senſe, will, I hope, 
appear from the following Conſiderations. - ; 
'e may certainly know the Meaning of 
the Impoſers , if the Article be expreſs d in 

Words, which have a Angle and determinate 
Senſe, according to the common Uſe of Lan- 
guage. And if Words, ſingly and ſeparately 
taken, are Joſe and indeterminate, yet their 
Senſe may be fix d by the Circumſtances of the 
Article, in which they are found; and Ex- 
preſſions, of themſelves doubtful, may become 

certain, by conſidering their Coherence with 
other Parrs of the — you, (2 


e WN however, bod Tilt, 
2 es the Meaning of Words may not be 
certainly determinable ; either by common 
Die, or by the Circumſtances of the Article. 
Tf this proye the Caſe, then we are to under- 
ſtand them in ſuch a Senſe , as is conſiſtent 
With other Articles of Religion: For, being 
oblig d to ſubſorib * to 2 Nee ought to un- 
| Qerfiand them in as is 9 va 
With all; it being abſurd to I's kde our Be 
het of Contradictions: 
But if Expreſſions ſhould occur, 10 0 can- 
4 not de determin 'd by Paſſages in other Articles; 
then will it be proper to enquire , Whether 
they may be fix d by our Publick Liturgy, or 
by any other Monuments, which have th 
Sanction of Ecckfiaftical Authority. The Pro- 
poſitions ſer forth in any of our Articles, 
ought to be underſtood in A ch à Senſe, as is 
cotiſiſtent with every other Determination of 
the Church; becaufe the Church cannot be 
ſu ppos'd to intend one thing in ſome of her LE 
lick Acts, and the direct contrary in 0 
To which we may add, that thoſe who Sub- 
FJecribe the Articles of Religion, are obligd to 
admit thoſe other Determinations alſo; and 
conſequently, muſt ſubſcribe them in fuch a 
ſeuſe as will make them e and be conſiſtent 
3 with each other. 
ms far an honeſt and fincers' Nu 
rl be ſatisfied cancerning the Intention of 
he Tmpoſers, i in the ſeveral Articles which we 
Subleribe. 8 8 
But if it ſhould happen, in ſome few Caſes, 
that aaa] are expreſs d in ſuch Terms, 
as 


2 


\ 


as. 1 mot a N and eee, Senſe; 
according to the common Uſe of Language; and 
the Meaning of which, cannot. be fix d in other 
Articles, or by other 'publick Monuments of The 8 
Church; then it ſeems 12 5 that Men f 
different Sentiment: may 115 {ubſcribe AA 
provided the Senſe, in 2 80 they Sede | 
Te not different from ſome or other of che or- 
ina Acceptatiuns of thefe Terms. Such a 
Latitude of Expreſſon muſt certainly admit 
as great a Latitude of Interpretation; and if a 
Liberty of this kind had not been originally 
intended, we may fairly preſume it would, by 


: ſome Ast or other, have been reſtrain d. 


- , Articles, can in, the,Nature of things, amour 


To ſpeak ſtrictly, A Subſcription to Such 


to no more than this: viz, That we ren | 
the ſeveral Dodtrines, which are inconſiſtent 
with every Senſe of the Propoſitions, without 
declaring any thing concerning the particular 
and determinate Serſe of them: The Articles, 
taken in one View, are indeed exclafive,, of 
certain Opinions; and thus a Subſcription; to 
them is. a Condenmation of thoſe Opinions: 
Bur, in another reſpe&, they are ſuppos d to 
be indeterminate ; and fo far our Subſcription 
mult be. indeterminate alſo; 1. e. it muſt not. be 
_ underſtood as a certain. Declaration either of a 
this, or that particular Opinion. 5 
From what hath, been adyanc ny, 7 this 
Head, it, will be eaſy to determine concern 
ing thoſe who. contend, that our Articles are 
to be ſubſerib'd in thar Senſe only, herein 
they are agreeable with. Scripture; or in, 
Werde, Who explain our, Articles by; 


* Fr 


3 Aableribe in 3 9 e, 
3 with ſuch , Int N 1 als. "EY 
| Point, we will ſuppoſe, here, that for ling 8 


poſitions in the 39 Articles, may be pk Ro 
of different grammatieal Senſes; and that thoſe. of 
who ſubſcribe; do fuhſeribe in-ſome ſuch ſenſe, _ "=Y 


as the Propefitions, taken by the lues, are 
capable of. We admit alſo, that 1 
_ asScripture is the Wat eee, a 
to be ſubſerib d in a Senſe. contrary nf 5 | 
ture: And foraſmuch as CY, Man's * 
ſenſe of it, is, 20 him, the true 8 Senſe, th — 
fore no Man ought t e to any "La ; 
_ poſitions In frels = Sexife Gn, 8 with 
- his owt Interpyretatious 901 80 ip 
Thus far, I preſume, we in nnd; 2 _ 
alt we. may. differ very WK dely 1 in pur om 1 85 
cluſion . „For, the Soriptur 7 7 
conſider d as explidatory 9 . ja 
our: Aftieles as nxphogyeny of ture: 
and therefore the Church s Senſe, in t v Fi 
ticles ſubſerib'd, is not td be Jetermin'd by. 
eonfidering Scripture, bur her Senſe of Feri. 
ture roy an determin'd by e conſidering the 
Articles: | To fix then the Church's Senſe, we 
muſt have Recourſe to ſome ſuch Rules, a8 1 
have before propos d: And if it aper. 
that tlie Churches fools, "thus diſeover 2G 3 
inconſiftertt with what We judge to be the = | 
true Manning and Interpretation of Scripture, IJ; 
then we cannot, N e oommn 
Ern. 4 e ee at Se 8 28 481 = 
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